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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

May 8, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 
Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart 
Chief of Police Johnny Scearce 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Lydia Long offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures (to be presented at each meeting by the City Clerk): 
Mayor Donna Whitener announced that the Rules of Procedures are available at the Council 
desk. 
 

4) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting (if minutes are completed and available): 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the April 10, 2018 Council Meeting 
Minutes (Includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

5) An Ordinance to combine the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Planning Commission (Second 
Reading and Adoption): 
Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph of the ordinance (attached). Council Member 
Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the second reading and adopt the ordinance. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0 by way of a roll 
call vote. Motion carried. City Attorney James Balli explained that the ordinance would go into 
effect once the Mayor signed the ordinance. The ordinance was signed and City Attorney James 
Balli read the list of appointments (attached).  
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6) Illumination Ordinance- An Amendment to Code Section 130.12 (Second Reading and Adoption): 
Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph of the ordinance (attached). Council Member 
Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the second reading and adopt the ordinance. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis.  The Council voted 4-0 by way of a 
roll call vote. Motion carried.  
 

7) Amendment to the Council Meeting Rules of Procedures: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis asked City Attorney James Balli to give a brief summary of the 
proposed changes to the Council Meeting Rules of Procedures. After City Attorney James Balli 
gave a summary, Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the Amendment 
to the Council Meeting Rules of Procedures (attached). The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
 

8) Blue Ridge Elementary School Access Lane: 
Mayor Donna Whitener explained that this is more of a discussion item. She announced that she 
has had meetings with representatives of the school and that they are exploring options along 
with costs involved. She asked that the topic be tabled, Council Member Nathan Fitts made a 
motion to table the topic for later discussion. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

Purchasing Approvals: 

9) City Hall Roof Repair: 
Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart gave a brief summary of the 
quotes (attached) received for the roof of City Hall and provided the Council with his 
recommendation. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the quote from 
GoCo in the amount of $6,650.00 for the demolition of the drive through area. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. Council 
Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the quote from Trademark Coatings in the 
amount of $35,427.50 for repair and maintenance of the roof. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. It was discussed and 
agreed that the City would use the insurance money ($20,165.00) towards the demolition and 
repair of the drive through area. 
 

10) Police Department Remodel: 
Mayor Donna Whitener and Police Chief Johnny Scearce discussed the Police Department 
remodel. They explained the unexpected obstacles that have occurred from remodeling a 
building built in 1936 that has had little to no major renovations since. Council Member Rhonda 
Haight made a motion to approve an additional $10,000 towards the Police Department 
remodel. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. 
Motion carried.  
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11) Repair of Slide Deck-Miracle Quote No. R0019170122: 
The Mayor and Council discussed the condition of the slide deck at the City pool. The deck is in 
need of repairs and could possibly pose liability issues if not repaired prior to opening. Park 
Supervisor, Kim Keenan, provided a quote from Miracle for the repair in the amount of 
$6,009.86 (attached) prior to the meeting. The Council decided it was best to remove the slide 
and the deck in order to eliminate any possible liability. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a 
motion to remove the slide and its deck and to save the parts until it can be repaired at a later 
time or be used at the playground. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda 
Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.   
 

12) Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22802 (General Consulting II): 
After some brief discussion of the invoice, Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to 
approve the Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22802 in the amount of $13,092.50 (attached). The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried. 
 

13) Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22805 (WWTF Improvements, Temperature & Metals): 
After some brief discussion of the invoice, Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to 
approve the Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22805 in the amount of $11,639.10 (attached). The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried.  
 

14) Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22806 (GA Hwy 5 Utility Relocation): 
After some brief discussion of the invoice, Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to 
approve the Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22806 in the amount of $11,363.75 (attached). The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 
Public Comments: 
 

15) Gene Holcomb—The Blue Ridge Business Association: 
Gene Holcomb spoke on behalf of the Blue Ridge Business Association. Among topics of 
discussion were restroom facilities and the parking study. City Staff was instructed to research 
purchasing  a portable “trailer” restroom and schedule a meeting with emergency management 
services staff in regards to loading and unloading zones on East Main Street.  
 

16) Executive Session (if needed)—Litigation: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to close the meeting for an executive session for 
the purpose of discussing litigation. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. 
The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. After a period of time in executive session, Council 
Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to come out of the executive session. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
























































































